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Newsletter
A message from our Chair
Dear Colleagues,
On Monday, we held an event at College of West Anglia, Wisbech to celebrate
the successes of the Opportunity Area programme over the last five years. It
was good to see those of you who could make it and to be reminded of the
vast range of support programmes that have been funded by the Opportunity
Area over the last five years. A big thank you to those who prepared and
delivered such excellent workshops which showcased how different schools
and settings had engaged with the programme and how the pupils, staff,
families and communities had benefited. We were also treated to two moving
videos; one made by the Youth Advisory Boards and the other by Pinpoint.
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In April 2018, I started the partnership Board meeting with the following
three quotes:
“We are continually faced by great opportunities brilliantly disguised as
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"In the middle of difficulty lies opportunity.” Einstein
“Opportunity favours the bold.” Richard Branson
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As the Opportunity Area programme comes to an end and Fenland and East
Cambridgeshire becomes a Priority Area in September, within the wider
education investment area of Cambridgeshire and Peterborough, it is timely
to reflect on whether we have been bold enough in tackling challenges and
identifying opportunities over the last five years. Time will tell but I think we
would all agree that we have a good understanding of the challenges and that
the priorities we identified at the outset were the right ones.
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So….thank you all for your support in shaping the programme from the
beginning and for your engagement with the programme, especially when
facing the challenges of Covid. It has been impressive and a pleasure to be
working with you. Thank you too, to the DfE Opportunity Area team, the local
team, and the Partnership Board, all of whom have played a significant role in
ensuring that the programme has been planned and successfully delivered
and implemented.
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Improving the life chances of every pupil, regardless of where they live or go
to school, has been a key objective of the Opportunity Area programme. The
legacy of the programme will be built upon as the new Priority Area
Partnership Board and team plan for the next stage of development.
I wish you all a very happy holiday.
Thank you and with best wishes,
Tricia
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Our vision is for the Fenland
and East Cambridgeshire
Opportunity Area to become
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promoting greater social
mobility and transforming
the life chances of every
pupil.
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Celebrations
Opportunity Area Celebration Event

On 11th July we held our Celebration Event at College of West Anglia,
where stakeholders were able to share successes of the programme over
the past 5 years. It was a wonderful day with networking, workshops, key
note speeches and stalls led by a range of organisations. As Tricia
mentioned, thank you to everyone who attended and a huge thank you to
our workshop leads, stall hosts and keynote speakers; Mike Sheridan, Ben
Kington-Hughes and Mike Hamilton.
If you have any photos or videos to share, please share on social media
and hashtag #OACelebrate, Click here for the Celebration Booklet.
During the event, 3 Neale-Wade Academy students had the opportunity
to join in with the media team from 20Twenty Productions CIC. The
students have been part of a year-long programme at Neale-Wade, where
20Twenty has partnered with them to teach professional grade media,
marketing and events skills. Here's what the students had to say about
their work experience at the Celebration Event:
'Thank you so much for the opportunity that was given to me today as a result of volunteering for 20Twenty’s
IT/Media insight club. Although my main goal was photography I’ve learnt so much today about education and
young people as a whole. From what young people's opinions are to the biological and neurological reasons
behind behaviours and actions. The day has also given me the opportunity to further my communication skills
and gain more confidence when in both group settings and 1 to 1 situations. Along with being given my ‘job’ for
the day (e.g. move between two breakout rooms and capture photos from both rooms, And also capture
photos from the main keynotes) I’m given a lot of freedom by 20Twenty to do what I think is best to capture
the perfect moments throughout the event which in my opinion helps further my knowledge in photography
just as much, if not more, than being told what to do. Thank you so much for the opportunity to take part in
today's event and I look forward to taking part in lots more events like this in the future.' - Student 1
'I would like to thank Opportunity Area 20Twenty for the opportunity I was given. Today I used skills I had
learnt in the Insight media club to record and photograph 2 seminars and keynote speeches. The speeches
included a talk about children's psychology and the effects of stress as well as a talk on how to make the
language accessible to children this experience wouldn't have been achievable without the support of
20Twenty.' - Student 2
'I have been given the opportunity to have work experience with
20Twenty for IT and media. I was able to do photography for the
event but as well as taking small videos for the 20Twenty for
their Instagram posts. I enjoying the ability of talking with many
people from different organisations that gathered to this event to
talk about problems and how they can be resolved. I loved the
great presentation on how to improve mental well-being but also
using your voice. 20twenty have us as much freedom and
opportunity to learn and develop our IT skills and take them into
the outside world (such as these events). I am looking forward to
future events like today's!' - Student 3
Thank you to these wonderful young people for their hard work in
capturing content for our Celebration Event!
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Our visit to Kingsfield Primary school to see how some of the
OA funding has been used
Thank you, Kingsfield, for inviting us to visit your school and have a tour of the whole school Nurture provision.
It was great to come and visit the school as it has been involved in many of the Fenland and East
Cambridgeshire’s Opportunity Area projects over the past 5 years, including Early Years Phonics, Steps,
Maths Hub and Social Emotional and Mental Health training, grant support and more. One of the projects was
the Advanced Nurture Fund, delivered by Nurture UK. Kingsfield utilised some of this funding to be part of an
18-month National Nurturing Schools Programme enabling school to deliver a whole school approach. Laura
Mills, Assistant Head, took us on a tour of the school so we were able to see how this approach along with
Colourful Semantic and Zones of regulation were being used to support the learning and wellbeing of the
children at school. We were invited to join one of the classes do ‘Dough Disco’ with play dough, all the children
were very engaged in the activity and able to show us what to do as well as describe what they were doing.
As we moved around the school were saw children and staff engaged in their work demonstrating their writing
and reading skills as well as responding to vocabulary questions. The school was calm, and staff were relating
to children very well, the children appeared to be very happy in their endeavours and proud of their efforts.
When we visited the mobile too where all the children were writing their stories and were keen to show their
handwriting and drawings to us. The staff we meet and observed were very good at responding to the
children’s needs and able to support them with their work when needed, providing a variety of resources and
materials differentiated for the children.

Healthy Mind, Healthy Body – video now available
Healthy Mind, Healthy Body, is an OA-funded project delivered by 20Twenty Productions that sees 6 weeks
of cooking at home with children and families take place in their own homes. Helping them to develop
cooking skills, timekeeping, budgeting skills as well as reducing food waste amongst other skills. More than
279 parents/carers, children and young people have taken part in the project so far.
100% of participants who responded to follow-up evaluation reported an improvement in sustainable skills
around food and increased confidence in how to cook a healthy meal
Some quotes from families involved in the project:
'My daughter has loved taking the lead, most of the meals have come out perfect but a couple have been a
disaster but it’s good to learn you don’t always get it right. It has really built her confidence.'

'The things I’ve really loved is seeing the children bond with each
other whilst working together and hearing lots of laughter
coming from the kitchen.'
Watch the video by clicking here to see what it’s all about.
For more details about the project, click here.
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The YAB

Event

On 13th July the Fenland & East Cambridgeshire Youth Advisory Board's (YAB's) hosted a youth voice event to
discuss wellbeing. The YAB's are an OA-funded initiative that gives young people the opportunity to make
decisions in the community and commission projects and programmes to support other young people where
they may need them.
The #makeadifference event launches future youth voice events where various topics, affecting young people,
will be discussed.
The event on the 13th was held at The Maltings where various
micro-topics of wellbeing were discussed including:
Food, nutrition and how it affects wellbeing
It's okay not to be okay
Getting rid of the stigma against mental illness
Identifying good and bad well-being habits
Supporting young people with body image
Exploring how social issues affect young people's mental
health
One young person said:
'It's amazing to be in a space where I can be heard on topics
like this as it doesn't happen often so it's really nice to be here
and be able to share my feelings. Thank you.'
Another young person said:
' I felt like my voice was really heard and it's okay not to be
okay sometimes.'
Another young person said:
'My favourite part of the day was learning about good and bad
wellbeing habits and how our opinions were written down and Another young person said:
having the opportunity to share.'
'The experience was #thumbsup'.
Many of our partners came together to
support this event, so thank you to everyone
who got involved to support and be a part of
the day.
If you'd like to keep following along with the
youth voice programmes in Fenland and East
Cambridgeshire then you can follow
@20TwentyProductions on social media and
check out their website here.
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Opportunity Area Updates
FECOA Becoming a Priority Area

As previously mentioned, Fenland and East Cambridgeshire Opportunity Area concludes in August 2022 and will
become a Priority Area from September 2022.
In the Levelling Up White Paper (Feb 2022), the Department for Education (DfE) identified 55 Education
Investment Areas (EIAs) where we will implement a package of measures to drive school improvement and
improve pupil outcomes.
In the Schools White Paper (Mar 2022), the DfE identified 24 Priority Areas where they will make more intensive
investments.
For more detail surrounding the Priority Area including what this means for Fenland and East Cambridgeshire,
please click here.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your engagement and feedback during recent meetings
and events, we continue to be committed to collaborating with our stakeholders and the valuable feedback will
form part of the local needs analysis process informing the Priority Area Plans. If you would like to contribute
any further feedback, please complete this short survey: https://forms.office.com/r/VqEnFWy0ST
We will hold a stakeholder event in the Autumn Term to further support the development of the Priority Area.
Please see the timeline for the Priority Area Planning here:

Beyond the OA
As mentioned above the OA concludes in August 2022 and becomes a Priority Area. The timeline identifies the
key milestones and delivery will begin in January 2023.
Our unwavering commitment to responding to the needs of the local area and collaborating with stakeholders
will continue as we become a Priority Area, we will hold a series of stakeholder events through the Autumn
Term 2022.
From September onwards the key points of contact will be:
Tiffany Middleton, Priority Area Programme Manager (tiffany.middleton@cambridgeshire.gov.uk)
Sara Basuc, Priority Area Projects Lead (sara.basuc@cambridgeshire.gov.uk)
There are a number of the existing OA Programmes which will continue
beyond August 2022 including:
ECF Evidence Network
OA Webinar Series
Fenland Parent Power
YMCA Trinity Group SEMH Training
The OA website, social media and newsletter will become Priority Area
focused.
If you would like to opt-out of receiving the newsletter please email
Shannon Barrow, Social Media & Comms Lead at
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Opportunity Area Evaluation Survey
As we come to the end of the OA Programme we would like to understand the impact that our projects and
activities have had in your school, college or early years setting.
Earlier in the year you kindly completed a baseline survey about your engagement with the OA, we would like to
ask you to complete this OA Evaluation Survey to share your thoughts and experiences:
https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cHXQCLeUbN0oAMm
The survey will take no longer than 10–15 minutes to complete.
We have commissioned a research team at the Faculty of Education, the University of Cambridge to evaluate
the range of OA-supported activities this year, the outcomes of this survey will be included in the final
evaluation of the OA and inform the development of the Priority Area Programme.
If you have any questions about the survey, please contact Dr Sonia Ilie via isi22@cam.ac.uk

ECF Evidence Network
The East Cambs & Fenland Evidence Network have officially
launched its own newsletter. In the latest issue you will find:
Key aims of the ECF Evidence Network
Latest Education Endowment Foundation resources
A CPD offer
and get to meet the ECF team.
To view the latest newsletter please click here.
To subscribe to the ECF Evidence Network newsletter,
please click here.

OA Year 1-4 Synthesis Report and Executive Summary
We're delighted to re-share the following documents developed by Riikka Hofmann, Sonia Ilie, Miriam Broeks,
Claudia Pik-Ki Chu from the Faculty of Education University of Cambridge
OA Synthesis Report, Identifying key impacts of the Fenland and East Cambridgeshire Opportunity Area.
Click here to read the full evidence review.
The Executive Summary from this report can be found here, identifying the 4 key priorities and correlating
themes of the OA.

OA Stakeholders Survey
As part of the independent evaluation of the wider impacts of the FECOA programme over its 5 years, the
Cambridge team is sending a brief open-ended survey to programme stakeholders.
It asks you to share your views about programme impact and facilitators and barriers to success. Responding
to the survey should only take you between 10 and 15 minutes.
Please access the survey here: https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_789nWeYFdMt32aW
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Sharing Best Practice
OA SEND Strengths Directory: click here to view
We are pleased to share with you the OA Strengths
Directory. This is designed as a networking tool for Special
Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO) Clusters and to
enhance special educational needs nd disabilities (SEND)
provision.
A directory was produced following the first SEND Reviews that were completed as part of the OA Inclusion
Offer. The directory includes links to resources and school websites, with brief summaries of how schools
have used the resources to enhance their SEND provision.
School Curriculum Information Sharing (Schools): click here to find out more
This holds details of the phonics schemes, subject associations and curriculum packages schools across PCC
and CCC are using. This has been compiled to enable you to identify opportunities where you may be able to
collaborate with other schools.
Curriculum Support Next Steps: click here to find out more
This provides a brief overview of some of the steps taken so far to provide support in the areas identified.
Sharing Learning Hub. The Ipswich, Norwich and Fenland & East Cambridgeshire OA teams have been
developing the Eastern Opportunity Areas Sharing Learning Hub. This online space captures the ‘Big Ideas’
(projects and initiatives) carried out in the OAs over the past four years. The hub will host case studies,
resources and examples to showcase the learning of schools, colleges, settings and partner organisations.
We are pleased to inform you that the Sharing Learning Hub is now LIVE! https://sharingbigideas.co.uk
You will see a number of ‘Big Ideas’ on the platform relating to projects that have taken place across FECOA,
we are building up the case studies attached to each big idea, on the platform you will see how to add yours!

Partner Updates & Events
Opportunity Callout to Education Professionals
The University of Cambridge is currently advertising for
applications for our 90-credit Masters-level accredited
Practitioner Professional Development course 'Transforming
Practice'.
Applications are welcome from all teachers and other
education professionals - you can do the course over 3 years
and it counts as a half master qualification, if you then wish
to apply to the Faculty's MEd programme, you can do just one
of the 30 credit modules too.
Info here:
https://www.educ.cam.ac.uk/courses/ppd/practice/
Please apply as soon as possible to not miss out on this fab
opportunity.
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Froglife Nature and Nourishment Project - Free Education and
Conservation Sessions for schools in the Fenland area
What are the Nature and Nourishment?
Nature and Nourishment is a free scheme to engage and educate young people in Fenland to take part in
positive activities linked to healthy eating and biodiversity, taught in a fun and interactive way. The young
people will learn about the importance of healthy eating and discover the interdependency of nature and
food sources. They will also gain knowledge about why we need to conserve nature. Young people will gain
confidence, increase their self-esteem, and strengthen their ability to communicate effectively. It is an
inclusive activity that all children regardless of mental, or physical disabilities or learning difficulties can
participate in.
The session consists of one contact session in the classroom or outdoors lasting approximately 1.15-1.30hr
on a Wednesday. Additionally, an education pack will be provided for you to lead more outdoor and
classroom activities after our session has ended.
Who is eligible?
Young people aged 5 -11 in groups of up to 30, accompanied by at least one adult.
Bookings will be taken on a first-come, first-served basis as we have a limited number of session spaces
available. Contact Clare Middleton, Learning Officer - Green Pathways Peterborough / Nature & Nourishment
Froglife.

Money help in Cambridgeshire checklist guide for all
If you or someone you know or work with is worried about money, please use this guide to help you/them. The
sooner you act the better, the guide suggests how to work through key actions to help ease financial issues.
The guide covers:
Check your entitlements, and other help you can apply for.
Making a budget, saving money on everyday costs, taking action on debt and useful websites.
Please find the guide here.

Connect the classroom
When digital technology is used effectively it can support improvements in pupil outcomes, reduce teacher
and staff workload, and increase efficiencies/save money. Our evidence tells us that most schools continue
to struggle with the most fundamental element, the internet connection.
Connect the Classroom (CtC) is a £150 million fund over 3 years to support schools most in need to upgrade
their WiFi connections. It will target c3,500 schools who will undergo a condition assessment to check where
existing wireless networking technology falls below the departments new digital technology standards. 
More details: The schools in scope for CtC are:
all schools (pre-16 state funded schools, excluding nurseries) in Priority Areas.
schools (pre-16 state funded schools, excluding nurseries) in EIAs judged by Ofsted as ‘requires
improvement’ or ‘inadequate’ at their most recent inspection.
The CTC team are phasing delivery and will start in some areas in June, with schools in other areas following
from April 23.
For further information please contact the team on
ConnectTheClassroom.DfEICT@education.gov.uk
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Arts Ambassadors Summer Festival
We're delighted to share with you the below events in Fenland from our partners at 20Twenty organised by
the young Arts Ambassadors, free to all pupils. Please email ellie@20twentyproductions.co.uk to sign up.

summer arts festival
This summer the 20Twenty Arts Ambassadors are hosting FREE arts
workshops across Fenland for children aged 8 and above.

>>> TIE-DYE WORKSHOP
27th July from 10am - 12.30pm
Parson Drove Village Hall, PE13 4LA
>>> GRAFITTI STYLE ILLUSTRATION
3rd August from 10am - 12.30pm
Leverington Village Hall, PE13 5AT
>>> UKELELE WORKSHOP
10th August from 10am - 12.30pm
Doddington Village Hall, PE15 0TG
>>> CLAY SCULPTING
17th August from 10am - 12.30pm
Wimblington Parish Hall, PE15 0QT
>>> JEWELLERY MAKING
24th August from 10am - 12.30pm
Public Hall, The Fold, Coates, PE7 2BJ
>>> SONGWRITING
30th August from 10am - 12.30pm
up<<
Christchurch >>sign
Community
Centre, PE14 9LL
>>> It's not compulsory for parents to stay on for the session as
all staff have enhanced DBS checks and safeguarding training.
>>> Please be on time to drop off and collect, the session will
start and finish as above, and all materials are provided.
>>> Get to know us at www.20twentyproductions.co.uk

Contact
Fenland.EastCambsOA@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
www.fenlandeastcambridgeshireoa.co.uk
@FenlandEastCamb
Fenland & East Cambridgeshire Opportunity Area
Please send us your photos and videos
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