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Dear Colleagues,
Welcome to the June 2022 edition of the newsletter with its update
on Opportunity Area projects and activities. We would be delighted if
can join us for our Opportunity Area Celebration Event on 11th July,
where we shall be sharing the successes and lessons learned from the
opportunity area programme over the last five years. Please see page
4 for further details.
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We always like to hear of any celebrations you would like to share
with us, however big or small. Please keep the news trail going!

Opportunity Area Updates 6, 7
OA year 1-4 report
FECOA Priority Area
Evidence Advocates

In this edition, you’ll find the link to our OA Year 1-4 synthesis report
and executive summary developed by colleagues at the Faculty of
Education, University of Cambridge,
Good luck for the rest of the term and we hope to see you at our
Celebration Event.

Partner Updates & Events 7,8,9
Schools' Mental Health Feedback
Various School Support
Contact 9
Our vision is for the Fenland and
East Cambridgeshire Opportunity
Area to become a beacon of
excellence for promoting greater
social mobility and transforming
the life chances of every pupil.

With best wishes,
Tricia Pritchard
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Celebrations
SEND Review Refresh and Reflects sessions

Over 50 Headteachers, SENDCOs and Governors from across Fenland and East Cambs joined us for two face
to face SEND Review, Refresh and Reflect sessions in Wisbech and Ely. The sessions were led by Mary
Abeyasekera (Meridian Trust) – Executive Director of SENDV/Principal of the Martin Bacon Academy. There
was a great buzz at both events and many attendees commented on how good it was to be able to come
together again in discussion, to share ideas and good practice as well as support for the delivery of SEND.
Feedback includes:
“I would like to take this opportunity to thank you (the OA) and Mary for delivering some incredibly thoughtprovoking and inspiring training last week, it certainly gave us pause for thought and depth into the strengths
of our school, as well as the areas for improvement.”
“Thank you very much for the conference... which I found really helpful in reflecting on our practice at
school.”

Parent Power Fenland kickstarted with 50-person visit to the
University of East Anglia, Norwich
25 parents and carers and 25 young people from Parent Power Fenland took part in a visit to the University of
East Anglia on Saturday 21st May. They toured the campus, met with current students, and took part in training
sessions on student finance and university accommodation.
The trip was the first outing for members of Parent Power Fenland, a new group which aims to tackle
educational inequality in the local area.
Mrs Nunn, a member of Parent Power Fenland, said: “We found out a lot about university fees, help and other
resources…it makes the choice of going [to university] so much easier. Being from the Traveller community, it
was nice to see everyone make us welcome and…not feel excluded from stuff or that my child would miss
out….thank you Parent Power.”
Parent Power provides training, advice and guidance sessions on accessing university, so parents and carers
can secure opportunities for their children. It is targeted at parents who may not feel comfortable navigating
the university admissions system, including those who have not been to university themselves.
Parents also take part in community projects and organisation training so they can make change in their wider
communities and ensure that everyone has a fair chance at success in education and beyond.

Fenland parents have identified a lack of public transport as a
key barrier to their children accessing developmental
opportunities. During the trip, parents came together to sign a
letter to Fenland power holders asking to meet and discuss this
issue. Parents Jenny and Karen said: “We didn’t realise and
appreciate the effect of a lack of public transport and the
correlation it has with the percentage of 18-year-olds who go to
university.”
For more information about Fenland, Parent Power click here.
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Townley Primary Achieves 'Good' in Ofsted Inspection
We are delighted to share the news of Townley Primary School’s
recent ‘Good’ in all areas of their Ofsted inspection. The glowing
report shares how “Pupils at Townley enjoy coming to school and
do not want to leave at the end of Year 6. They trust the adults
around them. This helps pupils to learn well. Pupils are well
prepared for their future.” The school is also praised for the strong
relationships they have with the community “Parents are
particularly complimentary about the way staff support them in
their role as parents.
The nurturing ethos is the reason why many parents choose to
travel to take their child to Townley School.” Inspectors then go
into detail about Townley’s ambitious curriculum, the strong
teaching of reading, and the good behaviour of pupils. Furthermore,
the report quite rightly recognises the tireless work of the
headteacher, staff, governors, and the LA in working together
successfully on school priorities since the previous inspection. Well
done to everyone at Townley. You can read the full report here
Ofsted | Townley Primary School.

Wellbeing Wallets launched into FECOA Secondary Schools
The Wellbeing Wallet has been designed by young people for
young people. This helpful wallet includes a wellbeing journal
where young people can make mindfulness entries every week
and track their moods over the month. It’s also filled with
activities to support the ways young people think about their
mental, physical and emotional wellbeing as well as
mindfulness techniques and a range of creative activities.
Along with the wallet, there are also some small business-sized
cards that can be used in a more private way and can be
carried in a pocket. The activities on the cards can be found in
the journals, but these are just for that more private feeling.
Currently, the Wellbeing Wallets have been sent to Cromwell
Community College, Neale-Wade Academy and Thomas
Clarkson Academy in Fenland and Bottisham Village College in
East Cambs.
The Youth Advisory Board have also worked with the Young
People Counselling Service to develop a mentor programme.
This programme is a one day workshop which trains students
and teachers in a variety of areas around mental health. The
training covers topics such as Mindfulness, Empathetic skills,
Mental Health First Aid and self-care. After training, these
mentors will be able to support other students throughout the
school and deliver wellbeing sessions.
To find out more or access the wellbeing journals, please email
max@20twentyproductions.co.uk
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Upcoming Events & Webinars

Opportunity Area Celebration Event
The ‘Fenland and East Cambridgeshire Opportunity Area Celebration Event’ is fast approaching now.
Taking place on Monday 11th July 2022.
College of West Anglia, Wisbech, PE13 2JE
08:30 – 15:45
Lunch and refreshments will be provided throughout the day. There is ample on-site parking available.
To showcase the difference the OA has made, shine a light on the innovative and exemplary practice across
Fenland and East Cambs and provide inspiring and innovative workshops for leaders across the education
sector.
Click here to find out more about our range of speakers and workshops throughout the day.
Keynote speakers include:
Ben Kingston-Hughes - International keynote speaker, author and multi-award-winning trainer. His
opening keynote will focus on compassion and joy, the power of community.
Mike Hamilton - OBE, served as Commando, Bomb disposal expert in Afghanistan and Iraq. After leaving
the forces, Mike retrained as a teacher and founded Commando Jo's, supporting over 1,000 schools
across the UK with Character Education. Mike's keynote will focus on changing behaviours, embedding
character education as part of a whole-school approach.
Mike Sheridan, HMI will also be a keynote speaker at the event, details of his keynote speech will be
confirmed in due course. Mike Sheridan took up his post as Regional Director, East of England and East
Midlands on 01 June 2022. Previously, Mike held the post of Regional Director London for over six years,
having previously worked as a senior HMI and operational lead for the South East of England.
Workshops will be led by schools, settings, parents, community organisations/partners and young people
sharing their own experiences and information about key areas which may be of interest to you, your settings,
and organisations.
Additionally, there will be a range of professionals hosting stalls throughout the day to enable you to obtain
more information about their organisations and offers of support available.
You won't want to miss this day of celebration and networking for Fenland and East Cambridgeshire.
Click here to book tickets,
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Upcoming Events & Webinars
Youth Advisory Board #MakeADifference on Wellbeing

Email shannon@20twentyproductions.co.uk to sign up for the #MakeADifference event.

YMCA Trinity Group OA funded mental health training
MCA Trinity Group is delighted to announce that organisations and community groups based in Fenland, East
Cambs and Peterborough, who work with children and young people, can now access fully funded mental
health training. To date, we have worked with education settings, and have been highlighted as a model of good
practice due to its unprecedented success, with over 1300 staff trained across 13 courses in over 50 settings!
We invite you to look through our extensive training range and book either some CPD for your whole staff or
for individuals in various roles. As well as the training listed here, we can deliver workshops directly to the
young people you work with. Professionals working with young people on a daily basis, sometimes in a
challenging and busy environment, may find the following short workshops useful:
Introduction to Mental Health
Staff Wellbeing
Building Resilience in Young People
Understanding Behaviour as Communication
Alternatively, you may wish to attend some in-depth training. Our range includes full-day courses on
Mentoring or becoming a Mental Health Champion.
Please click here for the YMCA Communities booking form to attend the mental health training.

5

www.fenlandeastcambridgeshireoa.co.uk/

SENDIASS are pleased to be able to offer parents and carers in
Fenland the opportunity to access increased levels of support.
Cambridgeshire Community Services, Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Foundation Trust and FECOA are
delighted to offer more SENDIASS support to parents and carers.
SENDIASS provide families with information, advice and support in relation to children or young people with
Special Education Needs & Disabilities.
To secure a 30-minute call booked with Donna Sparrow, Case Coordinator for the Fenland area, please
contact Donna Directly:
E: donna.sparrow@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
Office: 01223 699260
Mobile: 077866 60235
The next telephone consultation for Fenland will be Tuesday 14th June, 10am - 12.30pm
These are funded sessions for parents and carers.
Spaces are limited so please book early to avoid disappointment.
To find out more, click here.

Opportunity Area Updates
OA Year 1-4 Synthesis Report and Executive Summary
We're delighted to share we've just published the following documents developed by Riikka Hofmann, Sonia Ilie,
Miriam Broeks, Claudia Pik-Ki Chu from the Faculty of Education University of Cambridge
OA Synthesis Report, Identifying key impacts of the Fenland and East Cambridgeshire Opportunity Area.
Click here to read the full evidence review.
The Executive Summary from this report can be found here, identifying the 4 key priorities and correlating
themes of the OA.

FECOA Becoming a Priority Area – We need your feedback…
In the Levelling Up White Paper (Feb 2022), the Department for Education (DfE) identified 55 Education
Investment Areas (EIAs) where we will implement a package of measures to drive school improvement and
improve pupil outcomes.
In the Schools White Paper (Mar 2022), the DfE identified 24 Priority Areas where they will make more intensive
investments. For more detail surrounding the Priority Area including what this means for Fenland and East
Cambridgeshire, please click here.
Fenland and East Cambridgeshire Opportunity Area concludes in August 2022 and will become a Priority Area
(as mentioned above), to support the development on the Priority Area, we would be grateful if you could give
us your feedback by completing this short survey: https://forms.office.com/r/VqEnFWy0ST
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FEC Evidence Network – Evidence Advocates
(Deadline Extended)
After successfully recruiting a fantastic group of EAs to support the
development of the ECF Evidence Network we have made the decision
to reopen the expressions of interest to enable more professionals to
get involved in this opportunity.

We are hoping to appoint at least another 10 Evidence Advocates (EAs) to join our existing group of fantastic
EAs across East Cambridgeshire and Fenland to support the network's vision... 'Children in dispersed
communities (especially disadvantaged) benefit from settings implementing evidence-informed practice'
This is a brilliant opportunity for education providers and individuals to boost the evidence-informed
practice in their schools and settings, support the delivery of your school improvement priorities and
demonstrate your evidence-led practice and peer networks with a fully funded, supported CPD offer from
September 2022 to December 2023. EAs will be provided with a fully funded robust induction programme
along with half termly network meetings, led by the EEF. EAs host schools will receive reimbursement for all
cover costs along with a wealth of opportunities for professional development. The maximum commitment
for an EA will be no more than 15 days between September 2022 – December 2023.
Please complete and return the below form to tiffany.middleton@cambridgeshire.gov.uk by Friday 8th July
2022 (EXTENDED DEADLINE).
A panel will review expressions of interest; outcomes will be shared by Friday 15th July 2022.
Microsoft Forms version click here
Word version click here and please email to tiffany.middleton@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Partner Updates & Events
Feedback from the Local Mental Health Whole School
Approach Consultation and Next Steps
The following sessions have been arranged by the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough CYP Mental Health
Collaborative to offer the opportunity to hear the overview of findings from the consultation recently
completed by schools regarding the Whole School Approach to Mental Health.
These findings will help inform the next steps in supporting education settings to apply and embed learning
around children and young people's mental health needs, including the launch of county-wide Mental Health
Lead Forums and the Local Mental Health Lead Training offer. These will both start in the Autumn term with
more information being given in these feedback sessions.
If you haven't yet completed the survey please click here to do so - it should only take about 10 minutes to
complete: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/RGYN8YB
Booking Instructions:
Please book one session (the same information will be given at both sessions) . These will be held virtually
via Microsoft Teams with the joining link being sent out a few days beforehand.
Tuesday 14th June 2022 3.30pm -5pm
OR Wednesday 22nd June 2022 3.30pm - 5pm
7

www.fenlandeastcambridgeshireoa.co.uk/

School Improvement Insight Guide Webinar
The Department for Education (DfE) is investing £108 million over five years to transform the life chances of
children and young people in 12 areas of the country with low social mobility as part of the Government’s
Opportunity Area programme.
Education practitioners, leaders, providers and anyone with an interest in social mobility are invited to hear
from those working hard to make a difference for children at a webinar on 7th June from 2.30 - 4.30 pm.
From projects improving pupil reading abilities in Key Stages 2 and 3 to adopting a mastery approach in maths
to improve teaching and learning, you will hear insights from successful school improvement projects in
Blackpool, Derby, Stoke-on-Trent and Hastings.
Sign up for the webinar:
(Opportunity Areas webinar - School Improvement Tickets, Tue 7 Jun 2022 at 14:30 | Eventbrite)
Or contact Opportunity.Areas@education.gov.uk for more information.

EdTech Demonstrator Programme
The DfE’s EdTech Demonstrator Programme supports any publicly-funded school or college in England to
access help and advice on educational technology for free until the end of July 2022.
Tailored support is delivered by EdTech Demonstrator schools and colleges to help reduce workload, use
resources more effectively and improve student outcomes.
For more information and to register for support, schools and colleges can visit the EdTech Demonstrator
Website.

Parents/Carers Workshops Starting Primary
or Secondary School
The Early Intervention Family Worker Team are running Early Years transition and Secondary School
transition workshops for all parents/carers. Places are limited, and booking is required to secure a place on
the workshop.
Starting Primary or Secondary school in September?
Early Years/Starting School:
Thursday 16 June 2022, 4 pm to 5 pm
Thursday 7 July 2022, 1 pm to 2 pm
Starting Secondary School:
Thursday 16 June 2022, 6 pm to 7 pm
Thursday 7 July 2022, 4.30 pm to 5.30 pm
To book a place, please use this form here.
Our workshops will be hosted through Microsoft teams. You will need internet access and a device to be able
to join using your web browser. Please contact via the details below if you are interested in attending and we
will send you the booking form and link.
For more information or to request the workshop link please contact Kayleigh Fry.
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Universal CPD Opportunities
We're delighted to share with you a wealth of information for universal CPD opportunities.
The content of this folder includes language enrichment training, discussions with Anne Brass on literacy,
speech and language, embedding interventions and more.
Click here for the training for all information folders.

Contact
Fenland.EastCambsOA@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
www.fenlandeastcambridgeshireoa.co.uk
@FenlandEastCamb
Fenland & East Cambridgeshire Opportunity Area
Callout to our partners
We need your photos, videos, and content to be emailed to
shannon@20twentyproductions.co.uk for our website and
newsletter updates so we can share all the fabulous work
you're doing and support you.
For any projects commissioned by us, partnerships, or
similar - please share your content.
Please send us your photos and videos
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