
Fenland and East Cambridgeshire Opportunity Area 

Partnership Board Meeting Summary – Thursday 10th September 2020 

Present: Sue Baldwin (SuB), Tricia Pritchard (TP) (Chair), Andrew Read (AR), Gill 

Thomas (GT), Penny Walkinshaw (PW), Mark (MW) 

In attendance: Sara Basuc (SaB), Bethan Du-Mont (BDM), André Ellis (AE), Martyn 

King (MK), Tiffany Middleton (TM), Nicola Underdown (NU) 

Apologies: Geoff Hayward (GH), Jonathan Lewis (JL) 

Introduction, Minutes and Actions 

The Board and Opportunity Area (OA) team acknowledged the hard work of 

educational settings and the local authority in supporting children and young people 

to return to school safely. TP highlighted key points around progress made against 

OA targets. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved and the Board noted progress 

with addressing the actions. 

Conflicts of Interest 

No Conflicts of Interest were raised. 

DfE Update 

NU updated the Board on the DfE’s key areas of work. The government is interested 

in working in a place-based way so OAs are a key element of that focus. OA teams 

are focusing on Year 4 implementation and outcomes as well as the programme’s 

contribution to the Covid-19 response. 

Youth Advisory Board Survey Outcomes 

TM shared a presentation showing the results of a survey distributed by the Fenland 

Youth Advisory Board (YAB) to capture information on young people’s experiences 

during the Covid-19 crisis. The group discussed how the survey results could be 

used and expanded upon. 

Year 4 Plan and Twinning 

Year 4 activity is underway and the OA team is engaging with different teams from 

Cambridgeshire County Council, the DfE, Ipswich and Norwich OAs, Peterborough 

City Council and West Norfolk and Kings Lynn to share learnings. The group 

discussed the key local issues raised by the Covid-19 crisis. The Board highlighted 

that the OA should optimise existing partnerships as part of its twinning work. 

Next Meeting 

Tuesday 20th October 2020.  


