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Fenland and East Cambridgeshire Opportunity Area 

Partnership Board Meeting – Tuesday 13th July 2021 

Present: 

Tricia Pritchard (Chair) (TP) Sue Baldwin (SuB) 

Kate Bonney (KB) Jon Lewis (JL) 

Andrew Read (AR) Penny Walkinshaw (PW) 

Mark Woods (MW)  

In attendance: 

Sara Basuc (SaB) Jackie Deffley (JD) 

Bethan Du-Mont (BDM) Riikka Hofmann (RH) 

Sonia Ilie (SI) Martyn King (MK) 

Tiffany Middleton (TM) Nicola Underdown (NU) 

Apologies 

Geoff Hayward (GH) Gill Thomas (GT) 

 

Introduction, Minutes and Actions 

TP thanked the Board for supporting the Opportunity Area (OA) programme over the 

past year and for their insightful input. The programme has a broad reach across 

schools, settings and childminders in the area. TP provided feedback from her recent 

meetings with Lucy Frazer MP and with the OA Advocates Group. 

The Board approved the minutes from the previous meeting and noted progress with 

addressing the actions. 

Conflicts of Interest 

No Conflicts of Interest were raised. 

DfE Update 

NU thanked the Board for their contribution to the programme, and the OA team for 

their hard work this year. She provided updates on the DfE’s education recovery 

package, the government’s Levelling Up agenda and spending review, and the 

central OA evaluation. 

Year 5 Update 

TM provided an update on plans for Year 5 of the programme. The OA team has 

recruited a Ready to Learn Lead who will join the programme in September. TM 

shared feedback from the Year 5 Launch Events. 

Capturing Impact in Year 5 

RH and SI shared plans for capturing feedback during Year 5 of the OA programme. 

The key evaluation question is ‘what is the impact of the OA?’ 

Reflecting on the OA Programme to date 



2 
 

SI and RH led breakout discussions to capture the Board’s feedback on the 

programme so far. The outcomes of these discussions will feed into the programme 

evaluation team’s planning. 

Date of Next Meeting 

Thursday 23rd September 2021 


