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Fenland and East Cambridgeshire Opportunity Area 

Partnership Board Meeting Summary – Thursday 10th December 2020 

Present: Sue Baldwin (SuB), Jon Lewis (JL), Tricia Pritchard (Chair) (TP), Andrew Read 

(AR), Gill Thomas (GT), Penny Walkinshaw (PW), Mark Woods (MW) 

In attendance: Sara Basuc (SaB), Bethan Du-Mont (BDM), Jackie Deffley (JD), Martyn 

King (MK), Pirjo Mudd (PM), Nicola Underdown (NU), Jacquie Woodcock (JW) 

Guests: Liz Bassett (LB), Kate Bonney (KB), Liz Franey (LF), Max Louth (ML), Katherine 

Nightingale (KN) 

Apologies: Geoff Hayward (GH), Tiffany Middleton (TM) 

Introduction, Minutes and Actions 

TP provided an update following her meeting with the Principal of Hills Road Sixth Form 

College to discuss admissions, access to post-16 opportunities and remote learning. TP 

had also met with the Cabinet Office Head of Place for the Eastern Region, who will be 

working with the Combined Authority. 

The Board approved the minutes of the previous meeting and noted progress with 

addressing the actions. 

Conflicts of Interest 

No Conflicts of Interest were raised. 

DfE Update 

NU provided an update from the DfE, noting that it is reviewing its departmental allocation 

in the one-year spending review. OA twinning activity and discussions with other 

governmental departments are moving forward. Minister Donelan continues to support 

twinning, sharing learning and working across government. The latest phase of the 

national evaluation has started. 

Post-16 Update 

The Board discussed the Post-16 Update paper, noting the OA’s role in bringing key local 

partners together and advocating for the local young people. The Board agreed the 

paper’s proposal that a post-16 steering group should be convened. 

Early Years Update 

The Early Years offer was launched in early December. The OA team will have a clear 

guide on uptake early in the New Year. The Board stressed the need to remain focused on 

children from disadvantaged backgrounds. 

School Improvement Update 

JW provided an update on the School Improvement Programme: Engagement from 

schools has increased markedly recently and many schools’ priorities have changed in 

response to Covid-19. The Universal Offer enables more schools to benefit from OA 

funding, while the most vulnerable schools continue to receive targeted support. MATs and 
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the local authority are closely involved with the programme. The programme evaluation will 

focus on case studies which should reflect best practice. 

Youth Advisory Board 

KN and ML presented an update from the Youth Advisory Board (YAB). The YAB has had 

good buy-in from schools but Covid-19 has disrupted opportunities for the team to 

advertise the opportunity to new young people. The team has had a positive discussion 

with the East Cambridgeshire District Council which wants to work on youth voice with the 

YAB. 

Concluding Comments 

The Board highlighted the following immediate priorities: 

• Understanding the mental health challenges faced by children and young people.  

• Understanding the impact on pre-schools: closure of settings, and the impact of 

Covid-19 on financial, staffing and workforce development plans. 

• Having realistic expectations of OA activity and its impact, in a short time frame. 

Date of Next Meeting 

Tuesday 2nd February 2021. 


