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Fenland and East Cambridgeshire Opportunity Area 

Partnership Board Meeting Summary – Tuesday 2nd February 2021 

Present: Sue Baldwin (SuB), Kate Bonney (KB), Geoff Hayward (GH), Andrew Read 

(AR), Penny Walkinshaw (PW), Mark Woods (MW) 

In attendance: Sara Basuc (SaB), Bethan Du-Mont (BDM), Jackie Deffley (JD), 

Martyn King (MK), Tiffany Middleton (TM), Nicola Underdown (NU) 

Apologies: Jon Lewis (JL), Gill Thomas (GT) 

Introduction, Minutes and Actions 

TP provided updates following her attendance at a meeting for OA Chairs with 

Michelle Donelan MP and Robert Arnott, DfE, and a heads conference which 

featured a speech from Amanda Spielman about remote education. TP shared that 

school ‘closures’ have had an impact on aspects of OA programme delivery. The OA 

team is looking at where changes may need to be made. 

The Board approved the minutes from the previous meeting and noted progress with 

addressing the actions. 

Conflicts of Interest 

MW declared a Conflict of Interest with the proposal to fund a pilot project with the 

Harbour Special School (part of item 5) as the school is part of CMAT. 

DfE Update 

NU provided an update from the DfE, noting that lots of planning is under way. The 

teaching school hubs have been confirmed and will be announced soon. The team is 

making good progress with programme spend and is able to provide assurance to 

the central finance team about the funding being made. 

Twinning Update 

TM updated the Board on the progress of twinning activities: The OA is twinning with 

Peterborough and King’s Lynn and West Norfolk. Activity will focus on mental health 

training from the YMCA and STEPs training. The OA Webinar Series has also been 

launched for schools across Cambridgeshire, Peterborough, King’s Lynn and West 

Norfolk. Twinning activities are being used to share learnings from the OA with other 

areas facing similar challenges. 

Contingency Plan Update 

The Board discussed the Contingency Plan Update paper, which proposed activities 

to fund with underspend from existing projects. The Board requested further details 

around one proposal to help inform their decision. 

Planning Ahead 
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NU provided an update on future plans for the OA, noting that Year 5 of the OA 

programme has been confirmed. The Board discussed how they would like to focus 

objectives of Year 5. 

Fenland Education Trust Update 

The Board discussed the Fenland Education Trust Update paper and agreed for a 

working group to be convened to develop a formal proposal on Trust development. 

Date of Next Meeting 

Thursday 18th March 2021. 


