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Fenland and East Cambridgeshire Opportunity Area 

Partnership Board Meeting Summary – Thursday 5th March 2020 

Present: Sue Baldwin (SuB), Geoff Hayward (GH), Jonathan Lewis (JL), Tricia 

Pritchard (TP) (Chair), Andrew Read (AR), Mark Woods (MW) 

Apologies: Gill Thomas (GT), Penny Walkinshaw (PW) 

In attendance: Jamie Weatherhead (JW), Tiffany Middleton (TM), Sara Basuc (SaB), 

Bethan Du-Mont (BDM), Brian Conway (BC), Matt Jackson (MJ) 

Introduction, Minutes and Actions 

The Chair (TP) informed the group that she and JW met with the Combined Authority 

to discuss sustainability of the Opportunity Area (OA) programme and the role of 

regional hubs. TP also shared her experience of attending the launch of the Fenland 

Youth Advisory Board. 

GH met with all OA team members to discuss their feedback on the programme. He 

agreed to produce a summary report of the interviews with the OA team members to 

be shared with the Board at a future meeting. 

The minutes of the meeting held in January were approved and the Board noted 
progress with addressing the actions.  

Conflicts of Interest 

No Conflicts of Interest were raised. 

Dashboard 

TM presented the latest version of the programme dashboard, highlighting the projects 

at amber status for further explanation. It was agreed that the OA team should continue 

to challenge providers where there are concerns. 

Year 4 Update 

JW provided an update on the plans for Year 4 of the programme, which are being 

discussed with the Secretary of State for Education. Discussions around how to build 

sustainability into Year 4 work will be needed. 

School Data Update 

JW provided an update on data from schools in the OA. The OA team agreed to 

explore potential governance projects. 

Project Update: Recruitment Projects 

BDM provided an update on the OA’s recruitment projects. 

Feedback and Impact Update 

TM provided an update on the feedback received and impact observed through the 

OA programme. 
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Project Update: A Level Improvement Project 

BC and MJ provided an update on the A Level Improvement Project, which provides 

specific SLE support in Fenland 6th forms. 

AOB 

The Board were invited to register for the OA Curriculum and Ofsted Conference, 

taking place on 11th March 2020. 

Next Meeting 

Thursday 23rd April 2020 


