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Fenland and East Cambridgeshire Opportunity Area 

Partnership Board Meeting Meeting Summary – Thursday 23rd April 2020 

Present: Sue Baldwin (SuB), Geoff Hayward (GH), Tricia Pritchard (Chair) (TP), 

Andrew Read (AR), Gill Thomas (GT), Penny Walkinshaw (PW), Mark Woods (MW) 

In attendance: Nicola Underdown (NU), Martyn King (MK), Tiffany Middleton (TM), 

Sara Basuc (SaB), Bethan Du-Mont (BDM) 

Apologies: Jonathan Lewis (JL) 

Introduction, Minutes and Actions 

The Chair (TP) introduced NU and MK as the new DfE Acting Head of Delivery and 

DfE Acting Area Lead, respectively. It was noted that as a result of the COVID-19 

crisis, the needs of vulnerable children are greater than before, and lockdown will have 

a big impact on them. 

The minutes of the meeting held in March were approved and the Board noted 
progress with addressing the actions.  

Conflicts of Interest 

No Conflicts of Interest were raised. 

Local Update 

AR provided a tentative update on the position of Cambridgeshire schools, and the 
support they are receiving, during lockdown. TM agreed to add Board members to the 
Local Authority’s COVID-19 education update email distribution list. 

DfE Update 

NU informed the group that all OA teams have reviewed their projects, in light of the 

COVID-19 crisis, to understand what can be continued and what can be rolled forward 

into next academic year; an option that has been approved centrally.  

NU noted that Minister Donelan would like to understand whether pupils in OAs would 

be more affected by COVID-19 than their peers, as well as how the OA programme 

would provide a mechanism for recovery. 

Year 3 Delivery Update 

TM presented the Year 3 Delivery Update paper outlining the different project 

approaches the OA team would plan to take in light of COVID-19. Each project would 

be considered on a case-by-case basis and discussed with providers to understand 

what would be possible. TM agreed to provide the Board with an update on how the 

Year 3 OA projects would proceed once confirmed. 

Emotional Health and Wellbeing Update Paper: Questions 

SaB presented the Emotional Health and Wellbeing (EHWB) Update paper, noting 

additional assurances from the EHWB team surrounding additionality. The project is 
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contributing well to the mental health support in the area in the area and the uptake 

from schools has been high. 

Introduction to the Reflective Interview/Evaluation Paper 

GH introduced the board to his Reflective Interview/Evaluation paper summarising the 

key messages from his interviews with the OA team about their feedback on the OA 

programme. It was noted that the paper would be discussed in more detail at the next 

meeting. 

Next Meeting 

Thursday 4th June 2020 


